
 

 

REVISED AOPA GROUND INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATE 
 
1.  Aim.  The introduction of LAPL/PPL e-Exams has exposed a lack of suitably qualified experienced personnel (SQEP) to manage and invigilate the e-Exam system at DTOs 
in accordance with the CAA requirement for all such SQEP to hold Ground Examiner (GR) authorisation.  CAA Standards Document 11 para 2.2.1 states that a GR examiner 
is required to hold or have held either a UK or Part-FCL Flight Instructor Certificate or an AOPA Ground Instructor Certificate (GIC).  However, the current AOPA GIC is overly 
demanding as it was originally intended to achieve credit for aspects of the JAR-FCL FI Rating.  Under the EASA Aircrew Regulation it can no longer be credited towards 
requirements for the Part-FCL FI or CRI certificate and hence very few GICs have been issued in recent years.  
 
AOPA GIC requirements have now been revised and simplified; the CAA has fully supported the decision and has confirmed that the revised version of the GIC will facilitate 
the provision of SQEP who meet EASA requirements for Theoretical Knowledge instructors and CAA requirements for GR authorisation. 
 
2.  Theoretical Knowledge Instructors.  Aircrew Regulation ORA.ATO.110(c) and DTO.GEN.210(d) both require that Theoretical Knowledge instructors shall have either: 
 

 A practical background in aviation in the areas relevant for the training provided and to have undergone a course of training instructional techniques; or 
 

 Previous experience in giving theoretical knowledge instruction and an appropriate theoretical background in the subject on which they will provide theoretical 
knowledge instruction. 

 
The revised AOPA GIC course meets the first option by requiring the GIC course to be conducted at an AOPA Corporate ATO by an FI holding FCL.905.FI(j) privileges.  Course 
applicants shall be at least 18 years of age and normally to hold or have held at least a LAPL(A) or PPL(A) with SEP or TMG privileges or, for helicopter GIC applicants, a 
LAPL(H) or PPL(H).  However, the specific content of the course will be entirely left to the discretion of the ATO, but shall include: 
 

 Teach and learning instruction.  This may be based on elements of normal FI/CRI teaching and learning training, but no specific minimum training hours are 
mandated as the course should be entirely competence-based.  The following topics, which are already required for other instructor courses, must be included: 

 
- Preparation of resources,  

   - Creation of a climate conducive to learning, 
   - Presentation of knowledge, 
   - Management of time to achieve training objectives, 
   - Facilitation of learning, 
   - Assessment of trainee performance, 
   - Monitoring and review of progress, 
   - Evaluation of training sessions, 
   - Reporting of outcomes.   



 

 

 
 Technical knowledge.  The GIC course shall include assessment and any necessary refresher training for the applicant to demonstrate a sound level of technical 

knowledge in all theoretical subjects included in the LAPL / PPL syllabus.  This may be achieved through continuous assessment, with emphasis placed on the 
applicant's ability to impart such knowledge to LAPL / PPL applicants. 
 

 Final Assessment.  The GIC applicant shall demonstrate competency to the ATO Head of Training in the preparation and delivery of a lecture on a topic selected 
from the LAPL/PPL Theoretical Knowledge syllabus.  The applicant shall also demonstrate ability to explain selected theoretical knowledge topics to an FI with 
FCL.905.FI(j) privileges. 

 
3.  Ground Examiners.  A GR Examiner shall be sponsored by an ATO or DTO; GR authorisation granted to AOPA GIC holders by the CAA will be issued for 3 years and will 
permit examiners to manage, invigilate and debrief UK CAA theoretical knowledge examinations for the LAPL and PPL.  Specific requirements, including those pertaining 
to examination security and regulations applying to examination candidates, shall be in accordance with CAA Standards Document 11.  
 
4.  Administration.  The GIC course will be available at AOPA Corporate ATOs at a price decided by the ATO.  Upon successful completion of the GIC course, applicants must 
forward a copy of their Course Completion Certificate to the AOPA Office for issue of the Ground Instructor Certificate, for which there will be an administration fee.  
Applicants who are not members of AOPA will be offered membership at a discounted rate.  GIC holders should subsequently seek sponsorship from an ATO / DTO before 
applying to the CAA for GR authorisation.  The GIC will remain valid provided GR authorisation remains valid; alternatively it may be revalidated by attendance at an AOPA 
instructor refresher seminar within 3 years from the end of the month of original issue. 
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